
It was a cold night last Sep-
tember. Toronto Police Dog 
Services Const. John Massey 
was driving back to his 54 Di-
vision station in East York.

A call came over the radio 
about a “suspicious package” 
found on the Leaside Bridge, 
not far from his station.

“That obviously triggers 
some alarms,” Massey said.

The “suspicious package” 
was a backpack. Inside, was a 
suicide note.

“I just volunteered for the 
call,” he said. “A lot of the 
time we wait to get dispatched, 
but I know the area.”

Massey drove down a back 
road that led to a paved path, 
taking him alongside the Don 
River and underneath the 
bridge. He and his tracking 
dog, Jetta, began their search.

It was dark, and he didn’t 
know where on the bridge the 
backpack was found. Jetta, the 
first-ever female general pur-
pose dog in the unit, quickly 
picked up the scent.

“We get to the river, and I 
start noticing a change in my 
dog,” he said. “Jetta took me 
to the edge, where I’d say 30 
feet from the bank, was a per-
son. A young man, sitting in 
the water.”

Massey directed Jetta not to 
go into the water. He wasn’t 
sure how deep it was; he also 
couldn’t determine the state of 
mind of the man in the river. 
She obeyed, barking from the 

bank, as she’s trained to once 
finding the source of a scent. 
Massey called out to the man.

On April 5, the Toronto 
Police Service recognized 
Massey and Jetta for their 
work that September night 
during a ceremony held at To-
ronto police headquarters on 
College Street.

The officer and his partner 
had met the challenge of the 
night’s work, Jetta with her 
snout and Const. Massey with 
his training and sense of team-
work.

At the awards presentation, 
Massey received a Teamwork 
Commendation award, while 
Jetta was awarded a Chief of 
Police Letter of Recognition.

On making voice contact 
with the man, Massey said he 
knew he had to respond.

“That was the ultimate 
reason to say, ‘I’m going to 
go into the water to help this 
guy,’” he said. “You gotta go 
in and at least make an attempt 
to get him.”

Other officers were now 
on the scene. Massey and 
Const. Adrian Elliott entered 
the water, lifted the man, and 
carried him out. Paramedics 
arrived, loaded the man onto 
a backboard, and the six of 
them carried him through the 
tall grass and swampy ground 
to a waiting ambulance. Staff 
Sgt. James Hung is Massey’s 
supervisor.

“(Massey) and his partner 
Jetta work very well together,” 
Hung said. “They’ve been in-
strumental in finding people.”

A 16-year veteran, Massey 
set his eyes on the canine unit 
when he was in police college.

“Everybody’s got those 
days where they just don’t feel 

like going in to work,” he said. 
“But then you walk outside 
and your (dog) partner’s go-
ing, ‘Hey, let’s get going; we 
got calls to do; we got guys to 
find. Let’s go.’ It’s a great mo-
tivator.”

He joined the canine unit in 
2009. He and Jetta have been 
partners from the beginning.

“When did I know she was 
really good?” he said. “Proba-
bly about two weeks into the 
(training) course. She’s a rock 
star.”

Recalling the rescue last 

September, Massey deflects 
the spotlight.

“I said this from the be-
ginning, ‘The paramedics 
should’ve been involved in 
the awards as well,’” he said. 
“They were a significant part 
of the team.”

His sergeant wasn’t sur-
prised by Massey’s comment.

“He’s very humble, that’s 
for sure,” Hung said. “To him, 
it’s just another day at the of-
fice. I have to keep reminding 
him, ‘Every day, you guys do 
extraordinary things.’”

On Saturday, April 9, mem-
bers of the Royal Canadian Le-
gion—Todmorden Branch 10 
held a ceremony in East York to 
commemorate the 99th anniver-
sary of the First World War Bat-
tle of Vimy Ridge and its 10,000 
casualties.

In April 1917, The Canadi-
an Corps were ordered to seize 
Vimy Ridge, which was lo-
cated in northern France. The 
battle that ensued is considered 
by some to be part of Canada’s 
coming-of-age in the 20th cen-
tury.

About 60 people gathered at 
the west end of the legion build-
ing on Pape Avenue for a cere-
mony and wreath placement: a 
Canadian wreath on the left, a 
Vimy wreath in the centre and 
a provincial wreath on the right.

Among the invited guests was 
the Liberal Member of Parlia-
ment for Toronto-Danforth Julie 
Dabrusin.

“Today is a special day. It’s 

the day in which Canada was 
taught to become a nation,” said 
P.J. O’Neill, the vice-president 
of Branch 10. “Canada has nev-
er been conquered. We’ve never 
had foreign enemies on our soil.”

He added: “It is important to 
remember the past fighters, but 
also necessary to recognize the 
men and women who are serv-
ing the country today.”

Following the observance, 
members, guests and other im-
portant figures made their way to 
the legion’s second floor for an 
intimate gathering to honour the 
late past president, Eric Hewitt. 
    Also speaking at the event was 
the current branch president, An-
gie Gaulteri.

“We are assembled here to 
solemnly remember and pay our 
respects to our comrade, Eric 
Hewitt,” Gaulteri said. 

She added: “May we ever 
strive to uphold the principles of 
unselfish service, which lead us 
to serve our country and our God 
in a time of war and in peace, so 
that we may continue to serve 
until death.”
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Police release
suspect’s photo

Celebrating art 
at Centennial’s
Corridor Gallery

Woman robbed
of wallet, phone 
near Donlands

Two missing 
women found

This coming 
Thursday, April 
21, there will be a 
display of  art and 
graphic design 
in the “Corridor 
Gallery” of  Cen-
tennial College’s 
East York campus, 
951 Carlaw Ave. 
The gallery is at 
the north end of  
the second floor, 
and will be com-
plemented by oth-
er student works 
on display for the 
evening in rooms 
295 and 297. The 
exhibit opens at 7 
p.m.

En garde with 
Shakespeare

WHAT’S
UP IN E.Y. 

POLICE &
FIRE

~ Jon Lamont

Toronto police 
are seeking 
the public’s 
assistance in 
identifying a 
suspect in a fraud 
investigation.The 
man allegedly 
used stolen bank 
cards 
on two 
separate 
occasions 
earlier 
this year — once 
in the Overlea 
Boulevard and 
Thorncliffe Park 
Drive Area. 
They’ve just 
released security 
camera images 
and they’re 
asking anyone 
with information 
to contact them.

~ John Morta

By KRYSTAL REYNOLDS
The Observer

Const. John Massey (left) and Jetta were hon-
oured for service at Toronto police headquar-
ters. With them is city councillor Chin Lee.

Constable, canine 
partner recognized
for saving man’s life 

Local legion remembers Battle of Vimy Ridge

Police are 
thanking the 
public for their 
assistance in 
locating two 
missing women. 
A 25-year-old 
who disappeared 
around Victoria 
Park and Danforth 
avenues on the 
night of  April 2 
was located the 
following day. And 
an 88-year-old 
who vanished on 
March 28 in the 
area of  Coxwell 
and Mortimer 
avenues was 
found two days 
later.

Police report 
that a mugging 
occurred in the 
area of  Sammon 
and Donlands 
avenues. They 
say a woman was 
walking in the 
area when she 
was approached 
by two men who 
threatened her 
with a gun unless 
she surrendered 
her valuables. 
They took her 
wallet and phone 
and fled on foot. 

Voice students 
from the mu-
sic program at 
Centennial Col-
lege’s East York 
campus will be 
performing at a 
venue in Toronto’s 
Annex area on 
Sunday, April 24. 
The doors open 
at 4 p.m., and the 
show starts at 5. 
Swing by for an 
entertaining eve-
ning of  song at 
The Central Bar, 
603 Markham 
Street.

Author, actor 
and swordsman 
Chris Humphreys 
wondered what 
Shakespeare’s 
world was like. 
So he created 
Shakespeare 
1600: The One 
Man Show as an 
insight into how 
the playwright 
observed the late 
Elizabethan world. 
Join him at the 
S. Walter Stewart 
library branch 
at 170 Memorial 
Park Ave., at 1:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 26.
The meeting will 
begin at 7:30 
p.m.

Music students 
to perform an
evening of song

Police partners honoured for rescue

The Canadian National Vimy Memorial in 
France was unveiled in 1936. This year marks 
the 99th anniversary of the famous battle.

By DANIEL McKENZIE
The Observer
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